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Charles-Ange Laisant (1841–1920), a mathematician of the late nineteenth century with an interest in
discrete mathematics, remains relatively little known despite several biographical and bibliographical
studies devoted to him.
His name is today chiefly associated with the publication of mathematical pieces intended for a wide
readership and with contributions on mathematics education (particularly elementary mathematics) in
which he emphasized manipulation and visualization as pathways to lead children toward abstraction and
a deeper understanding of mathematical concepts.
The purpose of the present contribution is to highlight, through two letters received by Laisant in February
1906 following the publication of his popular work Initiation mathématique, that Charles-Ange Laisant,
the Florentine Alberto Conti (1873–1940), and the Pisan Giulio Lazzeri (1861–1935) belonged to a shared
network of mathematicians who exhibited a keen, if not research-oriented, interest in mathematics edu-
cation and teacher training.
The two letters in question, preserved in the Laisant Collection at the Bibliothèque nationale de France,
are both transcribed and reproduced in photographic facsimile in this contribution.
It becomes evident from these sources that Laisant had sent his newly published work to his two Italian
colleagues as a review copy, and that both mathematicians promoted it in their respective journals
intended for audiences of students, teachers, informed amateurs, or professionals seeking material that
was not overly specialized.
This contribution to the history of mathematics, combining the edition of primary sources with biograph-
ical and bibliographical contextualization, is conceived above all as a brief study of the reception and
circulation of knowledge. It may also be regarded as a complement to: [M. Moyon, Bull. Sabix Soc. Bib.
Histoire de l’École polytechnique 70, 130–143 (2023)].
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